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George Riddell, and such leading Liberals as Winston
Churchill, McKcnna, Percy Illingworth, Rttftis Isaacs, the
Master of Elibank, Mastcrman* and Robert Donald, In
addition Bonar Law* and many other Conservative politicians
and journalists, used to play regularly on the links*
It was by his intimate friend, George Riddell, that Lloyd
George was introduced to Walton* In assessing the influ-
ence of various people upon his life, Riddcll mast he
assigned a place very near the top. From about 1908
until 1920 the two men were almost inseparable* Riddell,
as all the world knows, was a kindly man, and a wonderful
business man. Nevertheless, candour impels the student
of Lloyd George's career to admit that his influence was
almost wholly evil, If we were to seek the history of the
inner process which culminated in the destruction ,of Lloyd
George's position, and the blighting of a career which might-
have proceeded to at least another fifteen years of fruitful
political activity, we should find all the necessary darn
in the three volumes of diary which Riddcll has given as.
There, in the pages of the Diary us Lloyd George " oil" duty M,
pictured with almost the minuteness of detail with which
Boswell depicted Johnson* But whereas Boswcll established
Johnson for ever in the hearts of Englishmen na A type of
the finest character that our country can produce, Riddcll
simply succeeded in dragging Lloyd George through rhc
mire, and exhibiting him with a foulness which makes the
reader shudder* That the rich and influential newspaper
magnate was of immense superficial use to Lloyd George
in his career is obvious: when he complained that his
watch was a poor timekeeper Riddel! presented him with
a new gold one; when he expressed a wish to live nt Walton,
the complacent Riddcll built him a house there* Wealth
and publicity were within this man's power to confer upon
his friends; but what he seems noc to have been able to